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A BUCKTHORN IN MY SIDE
An Ongoing Threat to Wisconsin’s Natural Ecosystem

Does this plant look familiar? If you said yes, you’re not alone. The University of Wisconsin
Extension Plant Health Advisors received more questions about buckthorn than any other
topic in 2018 and 2019. Invasive and fast-spreading, buckthorn is notoriously difficult to
remove and harmful to our natural ecosystem because it pushes out native plants. Learning
how to control it is essential to maintaining healthy Wisconsin habitats. 

What is it?
Common Buckthorn (Rhamnus Cathartica) is a shrub native to Europe, northwest Africa, and
western Asia that can grow between 10 and 25 feet. It has multiple stems growing from its
base, oval leaves that end in a point and stay green through fall, fragrant greenish-yellow
flowers, and 0.25” black berries on female plants. It is found in oak forests, savannahs, and
prairies and thrives in well-drained soils. 

How do I get rid of it? 
Buckthorn can be removed successfully with both chemical and non-chemical methods.
When used correctly, the herbicides napropamide, pendimethalin, and glyphosate (commonly
known as Roundup) have a 70-90% success rate during the season they are applied and up to
a continued 50% success rate the following season. 

Homeowners can also mow or burn buckthorn in a controlled environment with similar
success rates. The most effective non-chemical method is physically removing the entire
plant, although this is difficult due to the plant’s extensive root system. This method has a 90-
100% success rate during the season the plant is removed and a continued 70-90% success
rate the following season. 

WRITING SAMPLES

Target Audience: Adult home gardeners.

Purpose of the label: Didactic, action-
oriented

Communication challenge or message
the label was intended to address: Our
Plant Health Advising offices, along with
others across the state, were receiving
endless questions about buckthorn. 

Number of drafts required to complete:
4. It was reviewed by multiple
horticulture experts for scientific
accuracy, as well as the University of
Wisconsin central marketing department.

Notes: This was a traveling poster used at University of Wisconsin Extension conference
exhibit booths and various displays across southeast Wisconsin, including the Wisconsin
State Fair and Boener Botanic Gardens. 


